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EDITOR: Madeline MacNeil 
DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS 

P.O. Box 2164 

er, Virginia 22601 


The DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS is published four times each year. Issues are mailed to 
subscribers during the first week of January, April, July and October. Subscriptions 
are $6 per year. Individual current and back issues are $1.50 each. Available back 
isaues are listed in the DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS. 
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Advertising in the DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS is good business, for the DPN reaches several 
thousand hammered and mountain dulcimer folks - builders, players and enthusiasts. 
Details and rates are available simply by writing and asking for them. AD CLOSING DATES 
are six weeks prior to publication dates of the DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS. 


PLEASE LET OUR ADVERTISERS KNOW THAT YOU FOUND THEM THROUGH THE DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS. 
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Two years ago, I became editor of the DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS. 
That was quite s switch in vocations. At that time, my biggest in- 
terest in music wes the role of listener or performer, not writing 
about music. Never being one to pass up a challenge, however, I be- 
gan to learn about lay-out, half-tones, etc., etc., and etc. I had 
to make this venture work and grow. It has worked and grown. There 
are 500 sore subscribers today than when I became editor/publisher. 
I've tried to make each issue stronger and I've tried to make each of 
my subscribers feel a part of this publication - a person rather than a name ona card. I 
became used to working seven days a week, getting up very early, working until the last good 
movie on television closed down for the night. 


Now the DPN has been enriched by the addition of Helen Royall, and my early morning 
risings are spent swimaing laps in the municipal pool or thinking lofty thoughts, rather 
than bunched bleary-eyed over my desk. As the months go by, you'll meet Helen and get to 
know her. Perhaps we'll even have « typo-free issue, as Helen's typing far outshines mine. 
Together, we'll try to keep the DPN personal, vital, and, best of all, healthy in these 
tenuous times. Helen also works with Wayside Theatre in Middletown, VA and is spending one 
or two days a week with the DPN. 


We are experiencing difficult times, as we all know. For several months, I've tried 
to stem the tide of inflation by keeping subscription rates the same. Sometimes the methods 
have been rather austere. I can't assure you that subscription rates will remain the same, 
but you'll know back's against the wall if I raise them - and even m, the extra bite 
shouldn't be much. 


I want to give each of you something special - rather lavish in bare-bones days. 
The lovely color picture is my gift to you for helping and supporting me during two search- 
ing years. It was taken by a gooi friend, Harold Learned of Winchester, VA, on a June day 
four years ago. I wish I knew the child's name. fle happened to be in Shenandoah National 
Park, fascinated with Bonnie Carol and her dulcimer. 


I hope you enjoy the picture as mich as Ido. And I hope your Summer is special and 
music-filled. 
Dulcimer: Vy 


— BAB; e— 


Madeline MacNeil, Editor 
DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS 
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Sen Francisco, CA 
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Louisville, KY 
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mountain dulcimer event on Saturday, July 19 at 2 p.m. A hammered. dul- 
cimer activity will be held if there are enough players interested. 
Camping is available at Seneca Lake ani Salt Fork State Park. Contact: 
Gail R. Reed, 60 West Main Street, Quaker City, Ohio 43773, (614) 679- 
2h85. 


Varied workshops in mountain dulcimers, hammer dulcimers, guitars and 
other stringed instruments, construction and playing will be held at 
the ORIGINAL DULCIMER PLAYERS CLUB 8th ANNUAL SUMMER FUN FEST, The 
club has planned booths with instrument and music related items. 

Thie Pun Fest offers camptime singing, jam sezsions and a potluck sup- 
per. Primitive camping is available on the site at the Osceola County 
4-H and FFA Fairgrounds. Contact: E. A. Cox, P. 0. Box 136, Byron 
Center, Michigan 49315, (616) 876-1128. 


THE GUILD OF AMERICAN LUTHIERS 7th ANNUAL CONVENTION/EXHIBITION will 
feature exhibitions of handcrafted wusical instruments shown by their 
makers at the Palace of Fine Arts. Lectures and seminars by top 
luthiers in various fields will be offered. In conjunction with The 
Nighttime Concert Series, three evening concerts will be given by 
Michael Lorimer, Mike Bloomfield and David Grisman performing on hand- 
made instruments. Coatact: The Guild of American luthiers, 8222 
South Park Avenue, Tacoma, Washington 98408, (206) 472-8439. 


The 12th ANNUAL SHENANDOAH VALLEY FARM CRAFT DAYS will be held at 
Belle Grove Plantation from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. both days, This is a 
traditionally oriented agricultural and craft festival with exhibits, 
demonstrations, folk music, entertainment for children, sales ani foot. 
Dulcimer music will be played by John Molineux and Madeline Maclleil, 
among others. For more information, call (703) 869-2028. 


The FOURTH ANNJAL CRANBERRY HAMMERED DULCIMER GATHERING weekend will 
include a line-up of workshops, concerts and sharing for both hammered 
dulcisers and mountain dulcimers. This year, the Gathering will feature 
John McCutcheon, a folk music collector and performer on the hammered 
dulcimer, fron Gate City, Virginia. Another featured performer is 

John Molineux, a mountain dulcimer player and builder from France, who 
has performed and recorded both solo and with the John Renbourn Group. 
For a brochure on the Gathering, contact Bob Way, 21 Redcoat Lane, 

RFD 3, Plainville, Massachusetts 02762, (617) 695-2037. 


BOB EVANS FARMS, 1/2 mile east of Rio Grande, Ohio along State Route 35, 
4 the setting for a weekend of folk misic on Appalachian stringed in- 
struments. There will be open concerts and contests and dulcimer work- 
shops. For more information on these events, contact Dulcimer Festival, 
Box 330, Rio Grande, Ohio 45674, (614) 245-5305. 


The largest free Kentucky music festival headlining such names as Jean 
Ritchie, John McCutcheon, Lily May Ledford, Sam Rizetta, Bryan Bowers, 
and J. P. Fraley will take place again at the KENTUCKY MUSIC WEEKEND in 
the Iroquois Amphitheater. Dulcimer workshops and concerts, but no con- 
tests are planned. Visitors may choose from a wide range of workshops 
including yodeling, story telling, stringed instruments and dancing. 
More details are available from Metro Parks and Recreation, Atta: Kathy 
Meade, P. 0. Box 13334, Louisville, Kentucky 40213, (502) 459-o4h0. 


The AUGUSTA HERITAGE ARTS WORKSHOP will sponsor the annual Augusta Festi- 
val with activities including music and dance workshops, fiddle contest, 
concerts, crafts, mountain and hammer dulcimer playing, in conjunction 
with exhibits, concerts and children's activities. Camping and accommo- 
dations in tom are available. Other events scheduled in Elkins are the 
Instrument Construction Workshops July 7-Aug. 6, the Tin Whistle July 


August 68-10 
Pacific Northwest 


August 29-31 


Council Bluffs, IA 


Sept. 6-' ou 


Canal Fulton, OH 


Sept. 26-28 


North Dartmouth, MA 


7-11, Appalachian Music July 7-25, and Dance July 28-Aug. 1; Aug. 4-8. 
Contact: Marion Harless, Augusta Heritage Arts Workshop, Elkins, W. Va. 
26276, (304) 636-0005. 


‘The KINDRED GATHERING VI is being co-ordinated by Niels and Sidnee Ander- 
sen. If you play dulcimer and haven't received @ notice by mail, con- 
tact Niels and Sidnee at 19538 G7th, NE, Seattle, Washington 98155. 

Site selection is in progress. If you know of a site in the PiW, call 
(205) 485-2137 or (206) 543-7099. Program suggestions are welcome. 


The 5th ANNUAL OLD-TIME COUNTRY MUSIC CONTEST AND PIONEER EXPOSITION 
will feature the Jimmie Rodgers Fall Reunion. Other activities include 
events for children, dulcimer competition, booths for artisans and 
craftsmen and a flea market of pioneer rustics. For information and 
applications for space, contact Country News, 105 Navajo, Council Bluffs, 
Towa 51501, 


The 11th ANNUAL FOLK FESTIVAL OF THE SMOKIES will be held at the Folk 
life Center of the Smokies with Jean and Lee Schilling as hosts. For 
more details, contact them at P. 0. Box 8, Cosby, Tennessee 37722, 
(615) 487-5543. 


The SEVENTY ANNUAL YANKEE PEDDLER FESTIVAL steps back in time 200 years 
to taste the foods of that time, to see craftsmen demonstrate their 
skills and to enjoy all the games and amusements of pioneer America. 
Dulcimer builders will be part of the festival and dulcimer contests will 
be held. Contact: Yankee Peddler Festival Association, Frank R. Cajka, 
4OL6 State Road, Medina, Ohio 44256, (216) 239-2554. 


The 3rd ANNUAL DULCIMER FAIR will be presented by the Green Mountain 
Dulcimer folks. Some of the performers already scheduled are Dick Tracy, 
Bill Birmingham, Rod Driscoll and Sam Moffatt, Contact: Mary Ann 
Samuels, 33 Buell Street, Burlington, Vermont 05401, (802) 664-4804. 


Concerts, workshops and contests, including mountain and hammer dulci- 
mer activities, have been planned for the WALNUT VALLEY FLAT-PICKING 
CHAMPIONSHIP FOLK ARTS AND CRAFTS FESTIVAL, Featured perforaers include 
Doc Watson, Norman Blake and Don Crary. Camping is available on the 
festival grounds. Contact: Walnut Valley Association, Box 245, Winfield, 
Kansas 67156, (316) 221-3250. 


EISTEDDFOD, the Southeastern Massachusetts University Traditional Music 
and Crafts Festival, will include folk music workshops, mini-concerts, 
coantry dancing, a children's concert and evening concerts. Some of the 
performers already scheduled are Clanjamfrey, Marshall Dodge, Allan 
Block, Louis Killen, Margaret MacArthur, John Roberts and Irene Saletan 
and Ellen Kossoy. For more information, contact: EISTEDDFOD South- 
eastern Massachusetts University, North Dartmouth, Massachusetts 02747, 
(617) 999-8166. 


The 2nd ANNUAL KANSAS FOLKLIFE FESTIVAL CELEBRATION will display the 
many cultural traditions of Kansas as seen, heard, and tasted through 
the music, dance, song, crafts and food of ethnic groups from across 
the state. A workshop in mountain and hammer dulcimers will be held. 
Contact: Joan Pease, Kansas State Historian Society, 120 West Tenth, 
Topeka, Kansas 66612, (913) 296-3251. 


The 10th ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE MOUNTAINEER DULCIMER CLUB of Manning- 
ton, W. Va., Russell Fluharty, president, will be held at the Greene 
County Museum in conjunction with the 8th Harvest Festival. The Greene 
County Historical Society sponsors the activities involving the 52-room 
museum and 55 craftsmen and artists demonstrating and selling their 
crafts, Workshops by mountain and hammer dulcimer players and makers 
will feature the history of the instruments, their construction and 
their playing. Featured performers will be Sam Rizzetta, Russell 
Plubarty, Worley Gardner, Burr Beard and Madeline MacNeil. Contact: 
Ralph Wilson, R.D. 4, Oak Forest Rd., Waynesburg, PA 15370. 

(412) 627-9151. 


cA non-profit membership organization 
dedicated to the advancement of the art of 
| all types of string instrument construction, 


‘The Guild's information, sharing system | 
includes the G.A.L. Quarterly magazine. 
separate technical articles 
called “Data Sheets". and an, annual 
Convention/Exhibition, 
For more information, write: 
The Guild of American, Luthjers 
8222 South Park. Avenue 
Tacoma, Washington 98408 


HAMMERED 


DULCM 


— superbly crafted from 


select hardwoods 
with spruce or ceder 
soundboards ~ 


- prices from $30022 
- write for free brochure 


HEART WOOD INNERSOUND 
Rt.1 Box 21 
Sagle , Idaho 85860 


DS /M\ 


uthern Vermont Mountain Dulcimer 
cently formed by three 
n getting together for 


has now grown to twelve 
within a 30 or 40 mile radius of South 
Londonderry, VI. Get-togethers are 
held each Wednesday evening and all 
in the area are invited to join. For 
more information, contact: Heidi 
Glover, P, 0. Box 229, South London- 
derry, VT 05155. 


The White Sands Dulcimer Society in 
Ft. Walton Beach, Florida continues 
to g-r-o-w, performing at local 
museum arts and crafts shows, etc. 
For membership information, contact 
Barbara Burns, 627 Merioneth Drive, 
Ft. Walton Beach, FL 32548, 

Weekly meetings are held on Wednesday 
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NMtusie Can Save The World £5 


Ron Penix 
Jay Round 
Cathy Barton 


HAMMERED 
DULCIMER 
REUNION 


UP-FRONT HAMMERED DULCIMER PLUS 
BANJO, GUITAR, AUTOHARP, MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 


frre, Schilling, “esc se 
y P.O. Box 8, Hwy. 32 
Cosby, Tenn. 37722 


PHONE > 


(615) -487-5543 


Mountain and hammered dulcimers by We have the new Model D310 BERIYTH 


several makers and everything for hammered dulcimers in stock. See 
them. Finished dulcimers and kits, separate DPN ad for details. 
builders’ supplies, accessories, and 

nearly every book and record album Now On TRADITIONAL RECORDS: 


in print featuring either dulcimer. "DULCIMER FAIR", by Leo Kretzner and 


Jay Leibovitz. 


At Your Record Shop, Or Send $6.00 
Plus 75¢ For Shipping. 


From CRYING CREEK PUBLISHERS: 
"CHORDAL EXPLORATIONS FOR 3 - STRING 


DULCIMER, IONIAN TUNING -- G-G-C", 


by Jessy pecker: JEAN'S DULCIMER SHOP serves both 


At Your Music Store, Or Send $4.95 the retail and the wholesale music 
Plus 75¢ For Shipping. trades, Dealer inquiries invited. 


Jeananlee Schitting 
Dulcimer People Serving The Needs Of Dulcimer People 


Retail Catalog $1.00, Refundable With Order 
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I WANT YOU TO BUILD ME A 
HAMMERED DULCIMER....” 


-- Bob Wey 


Part of my love affair with the ham- 
mered dulcimer, now entering its seventh 
year, has been meeting and talking with 
many other equally smitten players as pos~ 
sible. I also like to try their instru- 
ments whenever I can, My understanding of 
their various points of view, coupled with 
my own agonizingly analytic approach to 
hammered dulcimer playing, leads me to 
feel qualified to write an article like 
this one, 


I built a hammered dulcimer myself 
once. It worked pretty well, but when I 
compared it to what others could build for 
me, I decided to stick to playing. As you 
probably have noticed, not very many seri- 
ous builders of dulcimers are also serious 
players. Therefore, they are producing 
finely crafted instruments but frequently 
overlook some requisite details which make 
a hammered dulcimer a playable, well- 
voiced instrument as well. My premise 
here is that a clear and thorough convey- 
ance to the builders of what the players 
want will somehow advance the modern ham- 
mered dulcimer state of the art. 


Voice — Let's start with the way the 
dulcimer sounds, which is, for a player, 
perhaps the most important thing in using 
it for his musical expression. But it is 
the toughest to discuss, dealing as it 
does in abstract matters of preferences 
and aesthetics, and relying for descrip- 
tion upon vaguely-defined words. 


I believe that a hammered dulcimer 
has to sound like a hammered dulcimer and 
not like a harpsichord or kalimba or man- 
dolin or Swiss music box. This has two 
facets, 


Buying a 
Hammered 
Dulcimer 


Bob Wey 
Ron Peni 


First, you have to have at least two 
strings per course, or you lose the subtle 
interaction between two vibrating strings 
which are ever so slightly different. 

I've never seen a dulcimer with just one 
string per course (not by design, anyway), 
but I have seen quite a few who builders 
felt that more than two or three were 
somehow mandatory. Too many strings are 
worse than too few (see "Tuning," below). 


Secondly, the construction details of 
the frame, soundboard and bridges must 
enhance a percussive or "thunky" sound. 
For me, what I'm trying to describe is 
part of the magic of the hammered dulcimer 
sound. But that manifestation of the 
impact of hammers upon strings must not be 
0 pronounced as to get in the way of the 
clear, musical tones. 


Another vital point is the dulcimer's 
sustenance of each note after it is struck 
This can easily be overdone, however. If 
the sustain is too long, the notes "pile 
up" in all but the slowest pieces. I've 
noticed many otherwise beautiful instru- 
ments which had this defect. Some element 
of the construction must provide a 
damping. 1 wish I knew what that ele- 
ment wa: I've heard theories that ply- 
wood for the soundboard is one way to do 
it, and certainly soft bridge-capping 
materials help. 


A couple of other aspects of voice 
are the amplitude and responsiveness. 
You's like the instrument to be reason- 
ably loud. Some dulcimers seem to be 
built and strung so heavily that they 
just don't respond to normal human 
hammer blows. It's as if the sound is 
bottled up inside and can't get out. 
Furthermore, when you hit it softly you 
want it to sound softly and when you hit 
it hard you want it to sound loudly. 
This quality, I'm convinced, is wrapped 
up in the details of bridge design and 
bracing, but again I don't have the 
answer 


The volume of the instrument should 
be well balanced from the low notes to 
the high notes, and identical notes 
should sound alike whether on treble or 
bass courses. Low notes should not sound 
booming or resonant, and high notes 
should be clean and not “nasal.” 


The dulcimer's output also h 
project forward and sound good 

distance, For the player's satisfaction, 
though, it also has to sound rich and 
clean directly above the soundboard, 


Naturally, nothing on the instru- 
ment ought to rattle during playing; 
handles, latches, and string hitch- 
points can be offenders. 


Playability — Course spacing of 1 
inch or less can cut the size and there~ 
fore the weight of a dulcimer, but is 
not, I feel, suitable for beginning 
players. Spacing of 1k inches seems 
common and comfortable. 


We could do an entire separate 
article on hammers. Few builders of 
dulcimers give much attention to the 
hammers which they furnish, and yet 
that's what their customers are stuck 
with initially. It's analogous to the 
beginning guitar player who quickly 
gives up guitar playing without reali- 
zing that his action is incorrectly 
adjusted. Hanmer heads have to be suit- 

le in size to the course spacing and 
in weight to the dynamic response of the 
particular instrument. 


I don't know much about various 
woods, but I do know that trying to play 
a dulcimer whose soundboard has a very 
pronounced grain which runs side to side 
can be a frustrating experience. Three 
makers I can think of make flat-black 
soundboards (which also blanks out 
shadows), and one player I know lets 
her soundboard acquire a measurably 
thick layer of dust. 


Tuning — Ideally, the builder 
should deliver instruments which are 
already in tune and which never need 
retuning. Then all consideration of 
bridge friction, location of tuning pins, 
etc. are academic, In the real world, how- 
ever, the player must ask for tuning pins 
which fit well into the pin blocks and hold 
solidly without sticking. They should be 
located to be easy to get the wrench onto, 
and can even be visually coded so that 
hunting for the right pin is minimized. 


Tuning of treble courses is easiest if 
one has zero friction between the treble 
bridge caps and the strings. Otherwise, 
the tensions in the left and right segments 
are not exactly equal. The use of very 
hard bridge cap materials seems to help, 
but has the negative effect of causing a 
harsh, metallic voice. Synthetics such as 
Delrin may be the way to go, and a shallow 
bridge angle (i.e., the strings approach 
being flat as they cross the bridge) 
probably helps but hurts playability. 


Once you have it in tune, you'd like 
it to stay in tune for a while. Apparently 
the use of well-seasoned, totally-sealed 
woods minimizes the sensitivity to humidity 
changes. The biggest instruments are not 
necessarily the most stable. Metal inter- 
nal bracing is humidity-insensitive, but 
can add temperature sensitivity not to 
mention weight if not done in a sophis- 
ticated manner. 


Portability — I don't think that a 
heavy, parlor-type instrument is satisfac- 
tory for most of us. Something which can 
be carried with one hand around festival 
grounds or into friends’ homes is manda- 
tory. I presently play mostly on a beau- 
tiful Sunhearth instrument which weighs 65 
pounds with its lid on, and the stand I 
made for it is another 20, I have, at not 
inconsiderable risk (I broke a toe under it 
once), toted it around an avful lot, and 
have devised some interesting wheeled de- 
vices in the process. About 25 pounds, 
including stand, needs to be thought of as 
the limit for rational people, however. 


The handle, whether on the instrument 
itself or on a case, absolutely must be 
designed for carrying first and looks 
second, Bulky leather luggage handles are 
best. A shoulder strap can help, but can 
have serious negative effects on neck 
muscles, posture, and your general outlook 
unless the instrument itself is light 
enough and has a decent handle. 


Single legs or low stands are okay if 
you can be sure of having someplace to sit 
down, In many situations, however, you 
can't, and I personally am seeking a stand 
system which will let me stand up when I 
want to. (Watch this space for future 
developments.) Or, the player can be 
resigned to the floor or the ground and 
forget the stand altogether. 


A final item of portability is the 
case or lid system. If the instrument 
serves as its own case, with only a lid to 
be attached, you probably have the lightest 
weight solution. A fine piece of workman- 
ship, on the other hand, deserves some 
secondary protection to preserve its 
cosmetic excellence. Padded bags ought 
to be pretty good. Hardshell cases can 
be heavy themselves. 1 won't tackle the 
question of how to protect an instrument 
from the abuses of shipping and airline 
baggage handlers, at least not now. 


Other matters — I've probably gone 
into too much detail already, and thus 
will not discuss my feelings on tuning 
schemes, symmetrical vs asymmetrical 
shapes, maintenance factors, built-in 
mikes, and longevity. If any readers 
would like to correspond with me on 
matters of either agreement or disagree- 
ment, please write and perhaps we can 
generate more ideas and viewpoints for 
future DPNs. 


Game of Cards 


TRADITIONAL ENGLISH 
arr. LARKIN BRYANT 
Memphis, Tennessee 


This delightful tune (which comes, I think, from the Elizabethan era) 
should be played at a moderate tempo. ‘The thumb plucks the melody 
string, index finger plucks the middle string and the middle finger 
plucks the bass string. 


-Larkin Bryant 
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GROVER 
DULCIMER PEGS 
As good as all Grover products. 


See your music dealer, or write 
for information and prices. 


MUSICAL PRODUCTS, INC. 
1278 West 9th Street Cleveland, Ohio 44113 


¢ free follkmusicworkshopss 
muintconcerts*country danung 
free craftsfairechildrens concert 
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friday +saturday+sunday 


1980 Southeastern Massachusetts university 
Eisteddfod Traditronal Music & Crafts Festival 


aileventweek-end tiétket $15.00 


SMu Eisteddfod, North Dartmouth, M.A .02747 


relephone area 617-999-8166 
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LAST MINUTE NOTICE! Keith K 
3rd Annual North Country Dulcimer Contest Y. 
esearraty by Keith K. Young 
North Country Music Store 


Hox 311, Wexford, PA 15090 for the discriminating player 


(412) 935-1330 
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AS SERIOUS PLAYERS: BOB DOYLE, LORRAINE LEE, DEBBY 
Mc CLATCHY, ROGER NICHOLSON, RON) PENIX, ELAINE SILVER, 
JAKE WALTON & BOB WEY OWN & PERFORM WITH ONE 
OR MORE OF OUR INSTRUMENTS. 


AS SERIOUS MAKERS WE WORK IN A HUMIDITY CONTROLLED 
SHOP USING SELECT, QUARTER SAWN , BOOK MATCHED, 
WALNUT SIDES & BACKS € REDWOOD TOPS, WITH THE 
REST OF THE BODY WALNUT.THE PEGS ARE WELL 
SEATED ROSEWOOD AND WITH OUR FINE TUNERS MAKE 
TUNING AN EASE, AND KEEP THE INSTRUMENT PHYSICALLY 
AND VISUALLY BALANCED. THE SCALE IS TEMPERED 
WITH LOW ACTION ANID CHORDS ACCURATELY IN ANY 
MODE THE FULL LENGTH OF THE SCALE. MUCH TIME 
AND ATTENTION (|S GIVEN TO DETAILS AND TO THE HAND 
RUBBED TUNG OIL FINISH. 


WE OFFER 4 MODELS OF APPALACHIAN DULCIMERS, 
2 OF HAMMERED DULCIMERS& 2 OF FRETLESS BANJOS. 


FOR SERIOUS PLAYERS FROM SERIOUS MAKERS 


FoR A BROCHURE SEND A STAMP TO: 


JS unbearth FOLK INSTRUMENTS 


Rb*l Box 74 
ROARING SPRING, PA. 16673 
(814) 224-2890 
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PRewoiws 


Are you interested in having a new 
book or record reviewed in the 
DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS? We like to 
profile books and records immediate- 
ly upon release in the What's New 
colum, and then review them in more 
depth an issue or two later. Send 
review copies to Leota Coats, 422 
South H Street, Wellington, Kansas 
67152. 


HAPPY HAMMERING 
ARTISTS: Lilah Gillett and Harvey Prinz 
LABEL: Private 


Labelling Lilah Gillett and Harvey Prinz 
as traditional musicians would be a bit 
unaceurate. These two Overland Park, 
Kansas natives aren't exactly steeped in 
the kind of heritage msic as you'd find 
in more mountainous regions, although 
who's to say they don't play traditional 
music of the Plains. Their two hammered 
duleimers are played in a style only de- 
scribed as Lilah and Harvey style. Songs 
such as "Never On Sunday," "Mockingbird 
Hill," "Chopsticks" and "Something Stupid” 
are characterized with such an overriding 
unhurried gentleness that the spirit is 
almost left out of the tunes. They are 
interestingly arranged, nevertheless. 
There are a few "traditional" hammered 
duleimer pieces on this album: "St. Anne's 
Reel," "Eighth of January,” "Greencastle 
Hornpipe." These, too, are treated with 
@ subfirey tempo. This is not to say 
speed equals quality on hammered dulcimer. 
But so many hammered dulcimer albums are 
fast and furious that it takes a bit of 
"Getting used to" on this album when the 
tempo is more sedated. "Wabash Cannon- 
ball” approaches a bit of steam on this 
otherwise slow-paced album. All in all, 
"Happy Hammering" is a nice album to add 
to your collection if you're looking for 
a different style. 


JIM CORR 
Jim Corr 
Private 


Since this album is woefully bereft of ade- 
quate album notes, much must be left unsaid. 
Who is Jim Corr? Unless you're related to 
him or next door neighbor, you'd never 
know. Each of the back-up musicians are 
given a brief intro on the album, but the 
star?? Equally scarce are notes about the 
cuts. Only because Bob Hutchinson dropped 
me a note do I know that all cuts are Jim 
Corr originals except for the "June Apple" 
number. From close examination, I found 
this album to be quite pleasant in the old 
timey vein, almost edging into old country 
music. The dulcimer work is all back-up. 
Those who would like to know how a dulcimer 
can fit into a band situation ought to give 
this a listen. Hutchinson, from Pennsyl- 
vania, does nothing particularly flashy or 
extraordinary but he does give the total 
flavor of the bass-banjo-autoharp-guitar 
combination an extra nice spice. The vo- 
cals are well-done with old-timey flavor. 
Particularly interesting cuts were "Wee 
Filloori Man" with an Appalachian-Irish 
soul, "June Apple" with top notch instru- 
mentation, "El Pishers," "Be Your Own 

Damn Soldier." 


THE IRISH DULCIMER 
AUTHOR: Lois Hornbostel 
PUBLISHER: Mel Bay 


Lois Hornbostel wanted not only to present 
4 sampling for dulcimer of the dramatic 
and joyful kind of melodies that have made 
Irish folk music popular, but to also make 
available a selection of several playing 
techniques that can expand the mountain 
dulcimer. Although the section on playing 
styles and techniques is quite limited, 
the 80 page book is crammed to its delight- 
ful brim with dozens of aire, O'Carolan 
compositions, fiddle tunes of all kinds 
(Jigs, hornpipes, polkas, reels) and so is 
a fine source book. Although a very be- 
ginning beginner would find Lois’ book not 
quite as helpful for basic skills as some 
others on the market, more experienced 
players would discover some real "finds" 
here, The tunes are written with accom- 
paniment chords and musical notation as 
well as the dulcimer tabulature. 


~Deota Coats 
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“Put magic in your music 


Bowed Psaltrys, 20 or 30 string 
right or left handed 


Made of Oregon Hardwood 
Kits also available 


Laclyfingers 


245 Elma Ave. SE Salem, OR 97301 


NEPTUNE Y) RISING | 
Appalachian § Hammer Dulcimers | 
Designed § Built By Veteran Luthier 
Using The Finest Materials & 
Meticulous Craftsmanship 
Lifetime Guarantee 
Send For Free Brochure To: 
[P.0. Box 834 New Glanus Wi, 53574 


Sar Chords 


on the Dulcimer 
Sred meyer 


the guitar is pl 
chords on the dulcimer. 
called bar chords be 


finger to bar 
string 
olydian (D-: 
a D chord wi 
you bar the 


If 


et, you now have a G 


itten around different chord c 
or progressior 


anges 


¢ when play 
You're encouraged to add your own frills. 


The tune should be played moderately 


Avenue 


vr tl Lo od. 


PLAYING TIPS, Obviously, this can't 
be done with a noter! Since there are 
some long stretches, it should be done 
with dulcimer on lap, using the thumb a 
lot. It also helps to have low action 
on your dulcimer, To make the bar chords, 
I place my second finger across the 
strings end my index finger sits on top, 
applying downward pressure. You may want 
to experiment with different fingers. 

You may also want to use your finger tips 
instead of making a bar: Example - on 
the first chord used, Am = 4 4 6, o finger 
can bar all strings on the 4th fret and 
add the thumb to the 6th string. That 
leaves the thumb available to hit other 
notes. The other way of playing that 
chord would be to use the finger tips of 
the index and middle fingers to cover the 
bass and middle strings, so these notes 
can be changed also. In doing fast chord 
changes, or when performing (and on auto- 
matic pilot), the bar affords a quick and 
easy way to make a chord. 


MIDWEST COAST RECORDS 


announces 


GNAWBONE 


Traditional and Original Music with 


FRED MEYER (Dulcimer) 

DOUG BERCH (Dulcimer and Vocal) 
MARA KUBAT (Vocal) 

JON VERTREES (Guitar) 


postage 
Records 
Clear Creek, IN 47426 


Available - ROCKING CHAIR 
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Dulcimer Techniques 


by JERRY ROCKWELL 
Burlington, VT 
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Handcrafted Musical Instruments By McSpadden 
RECORDS FOLKCRAFTS BOOKS 
Drawer E - Highway 9 North 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, ARKANSAS 72560 
Phone 501-269-8639 


* Every instrument signed by the 
maker and guaranteed to the 
original owner for life: 


* Eight standard models and four 


special models to choose from: 


* Carrying case and instruction 
book included in price: 


* Scroll, fretboard, back and sides 
of walnut; face of spruce or 
book—matched walnut: 


* Grover tuning pegs with rosewood 
buttons: 

* Chosen as prizes by first 
place winners at National 
Dulcimer Contest in 1978 
and 1979: 


* Wide selection of dulcimer books, 
records, and accessories 
available by mail: 


Send 25¢ (for postage) toreceive our own Dulcimer 
Shoppe Newspaper. 


Send $1.00 for our fully illustrated catalog. 


John Jacob Niles 
1892-1980 


My 78-year old mother told me s 
wanted to make a dulcimer and for me to 
gather up some old wood to use in ca 
she messed it up. I got her a piece of 
old paneling for the body, a piece of 
cherry wood for the fretboard (I had dis 
carded the cherry because it was a li 
thinner than I use), a couple of pie 
of mahogany cut from a larger piec 
wood, and some pieces of plywood f 
tuning head. She cut the dulcimer out 
herself and soaked the sides in hot wa- 
ter (using her own method which was 
different from mine), then put the side: 
in the mold to ary. She had some trouble 
cutting out the heart-shaped holes and it 
was difficult for her to fret the ir 
ment because of arthritis in her han 

My mother is very proud of her 
cimer and calls it "Scraps." It has 
good tone despite the wood used. 

e is not sorry that 


was built from 
gentle person 

heart. 

partners from now on. 


Martha Jean Crair 
Dolomite, AL 


The old patterns of life 
Seeming out of place 

And my years grown dusty 
With ancient age, 

I pray the old world 

Go well with you 

As I cease my singing 

And hang my harp 

igh, high 

On the everlasting willow tree, 
Where no unproven hands 
Will ever touch it 

Now that it will never more 
Be touched by me. 


So I'll tune my harp 
And hang it on the willow tree, 
Where the gentle winds of heaven 
Will stroke the strings 
I once did pluck 
To raise your very spirits 
And tell you of the love 
I had for you. 
-John Jacob Niles 
From BRICK DUST 
AND BUTTERMILK 
Boone Tolliver Press 
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Me. Dulcimers: 
A Beginning 


Courting 
Dulcimer 


Brown's Dr 


dulci- 


or, prefera m courting dul- 


zs 


You and your friend 
together once, t 


To make both t 


play 


play "Crippl 
"Cripple the two tunes ¢ 
"Cripple Creek’ 


ariation 


end this 


Cripple Creek 


DAA (Do Sol Sol) 
7 AABB 


John Brown’s Dream 
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I'd like to pass along an item on 
building mountain dulcimers that may be 
It improved my dulcimers, but 
*re the only ones I have to 

compare with, 
results are valid or n 
some time ago ina gi 
nut and bridge made of bell brass. 

price was $10, more than I spent 

for the material in both of my dulcime: 
I decided to skip the bell brass « 
experiment with cheap bra I obti 
some model railroad track in 
and made a brass nut and bridge from the 
track. This impr sound in vol- 
ume, clarity and susteining ability over 
the bone material I had been using. Im- 
provement was noticeable on both of my 

dulcimers and the cost was about 20¢ per 
I even tried a couple of piec 
as frets on my chromatic du: 


but bit awkward to use un 

the frets are made the same heig! 

I've a ed ball po: 
a outer shell 

and the empty refills 
m 0 


wrapping for muted hammers. 
PP: 


John Klehr 
Worcester, N. ¥ 
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Handcrafted Folk Instruments 


Appalachian Dulcimers 
Hammered Dulcimers 
Psalteries ete. 


16 Patriot Road, Tewksbury Mass. 01876 


(617) 851-2691 


GREEN MOUNTAIN 
DULCIMER HORIZONS PRESS > 
DULCIMER 


INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS FOR THE SERIOUS STUDENT OF CONTEMPORARY MOUNTAIN 


Cassettes ee Tn ee 


33 BUELL STRE 
BURLINGTON, VERMONT 05401 


(802) 864-4804 


Mel Bay presents... 


THE IRISH DULCIMER 
HYMNS FOR DULCIMER 
HAMMERED DULCIMER 


MOODS OF THE DULCIMER $4.95 


Send check or money order to 


MEL BAY PUBLICATIONS 


1) Ask for 1980 Catalog PACIFIC, MO 63069 
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tbrarian 


Bam 
VanderPioeg 


Storytelling is an ancient art whict 
probably began as 4 means of pas 
torical events, VanderPlosg said. 
introduction of visual and pr edia, 
storytelling becane more of an entertain- 
ment form, she said. 

Storytelling is making 1 comeback, V: 
derPloeg speculates, because it prompts peo- 
ple to use their imaginations, as did old 
radio shows such as "The Lone Ranger." 

"It's so good for kids to put pictures 
in their mind rather than to have visual 
pictures," VanderPloeg said. 

According to VanderPloeg, kids have a 
when it comes emes. 

y like the central themes," said 
VanderPloeg. "They love it when there's 
a villain ani a good guy and a struggle be- 
tween them." VanderPloeg said that Paul 
Bunyan is a popular character and that ani- 
mal tales, too, are hits a children. 
VanderPloeg's stories don't always end 


with "And they lived happily ever after," 

but they usually have pleasant themes. 
"Your imagination is mich more vivid 

jat you can really see,” said Vander- 


o, I'm always careful of pic 


e them 

According to VanderPloeg, 
isa’t just for kids. 

"I do a lot of programs for adults, 
she said. "I think they enjoy storytelling 
as mich as kids ani they're always surprised 
when I do it. 

"People like to use their imaginations,” 
said VanderPloeg. “Adults are very good 
audiences.” 

VanderPloeg holds a ba 
in political sciences from Hope College. 
She began telling stories in 
1970's, while pursuing a master's de: 
in library science at Iniiane Univer 


At that time, she operated the summer 
ding progran at Bedford Public Library 
in Bedford, Ini. VanderPloeg was appointed 
director of the Bedford Public Library in 
1973. 

VanderPloeg and her husband Jon moved 
to Grand Haven in 1974. She continued to 
tell stories while serving as a young adult 
librarian at loutit Library in Grand Haven, 
from 1974 to 1977. 

VanderPloeg struck out on her own as a 
freelance storyteller two years ago. 

"People would kid me by calling me the 
singing librarian," said VanderPloeg, who 
liked to blend music with her storytelling. 


‘So I thought that's what I ought to 


do.” 


Music plays an important part in her 
performance 

In addition to singing and playing the 
hammered and wountain duleimers, VanierPloeg 
plays the piano ani guitar. 
gets material for her stories from 


research. 

"As a librarian, I'm a skilled research- 
er," VanderPloeg said. "I enjoy doing that. 
I enjoy going through books and finding 
things. 

VanderPloeg's programs frequent] 
sted on her three children - Jor 

4, and Elizabeth, 18 mont 
metimes I know how they (au- 
diences) will feel about a song by the 
way the kids like it," said VanderPloeg. 

"TI really believe storytelling is 
for preschoolers to adults," said Vander- 
Ploeg. 

"It's an old art and it's r 
worth preserving." 


ally 


Margaret O'Dwyer 


Reprinted with the permission of 
Advance Newspapers of Jenison, Mict 
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for mountain dulcil 
ding music, Duet 
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SUNDAY AT THE MILL 
ARTISTS: Mill Run Dulcimer Band 
LABEL: Major Recording So. LRLP-3094 


4111 Run Dulcd nd is made up 
ive urban flatlanders who met 
‘ough @ mutual 1 tradit 
ry and mountain music. They all 
the mountain dulcimer, plus more 
a dozen other instruments among 
Selections: Countr, 
The Circle Be ken, John 
"s Dream, George Collins, Us 
cloudy Day, Lorena, Pretty Little Dog, 
Darcy Farrow, Jesu, Joy of Man's De- 
siring, Turn Your Radio On, Ragtime 
Annie, When the Fiddler Has Played Hi 
las: Tune For Might. 


INCLAIMED PINT 


Sally Rogers is a talented Michigan 
mountain dule: player and teacher 
who also has a lovely voi She is 
Joined by numerous musicians singing 
and playing fiddles, banjos, guitars 
and other instruments. Selections 
Rovin’ Gambler, the Wagon New, 
Jotzny Sands, Lovely Agnes, One I Love, 
Whi Oak Mountain/Kitchen Girl, Jubi- 
us Wept/David's Lamenta- 
a Fair Maid, A Knock 
e Door, Mathey Groves, The Touch 
e Master's Hand. 


n Renbourn 
Molineux, 
part of 


ng the mountat: 


vai Garden, Bri 
The Quiet Lands 
hat Shakes the 
Rangers, The Abbots Bromley Horn 
The Black Nag, Tristi Song, 
Jig, Pack » Quant 


our, A Tarantella, 


Jim Corr 


Jim Corr, an Irish folk msician, sing 
and plays autoharp and banjo. On this 
bum, he is accompanied by three musicians, 
including Bob Hutchinson, a fine dulcimer 
player from Pittsburgh. Selections: 

Wee Filloori Man, Billy Jenkins, Gyp: 
Crazy Rosie, June Apple, Johnny Walker, 
lambeg Drums, Eel ers, Be Your Own 
Damn Soldier, Rosalind. 


P.O. BOX 2164 
wincuesTeR, va V 
2601 /\ {| “omen 
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1980 CATALOG NOW AVAILABLE 
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Contests 1980 


SOUTHERN REGIONAL DULCIMER CONVENTION 


Since the Walnut Valley began holding 
the national championships for both 
hammered and mountain dulcimers a few 
years ago, an increasing number of re- 
gional events have been held for these 
instruments. The Southern Regional Moun- 
tain and Hammered Dulcimer Convention is 
one such gathering. 


Held in Mountain View, Arkansas, at the 
beautiful Ozark Folk Center the last 
weekend of April, it has become a popu- 
lar attraction for a growing group of 
dulcimer enthusiasts in the central 
states area. 


The three day event was filled with a 
variety of workshops for both kinds of 
dulcimers. Most of them were of a more 
intimate size that provided a beneficial 
exchange between the workshop leaders and 
the participants. Basic dulcimer tech- 
niques, tunings, construction, embellish- 
ing familiar tunes ani advanced playing 
styles were all discussed and demonstrated 
for appreciative groups. 


Workshop leaders for hammered dulcimer 
were Lilah Gillett, Hervey Prinz, Sam 
Moffet, David Peterson and Jay Round. 
Jean Simmons, Bonnie Carol, Larkin Bryant, 
Elliott Hancock, Sharon Chisholm and Lynn 
McSpadden all shared in the various moun- 
tain dulcimer sessions. 


Most of the workshop leaders also partic- 
ipated in the concert performances in the 
afternoons and evening. Over 1,300 peo- 
ple filled the Center for the Saturday 
evening performance which featured "Grand- 
pa” Jones, Ramona Jones and their family, 
8s well as the first place winners on the 
hammered and mountain dulcimers. 


Winning the hammered dulcimer competition 
was Dans Hamilton of Arlington, Texas, 
who walked off with not only a trip to 
the "Nationals" at Winfield, but a spe- 
cially crafted hammered dulcimer by 
Harvey Prinz, Overland Park, Kansas, $150 
cash prize and s Texas size trophy. Lisa 
Jones, Mountain View, Arkansas, was sec- 
ond and Russell Cook of Durant, Oklahoma 
took third place. 


The mountain dulcimer contest was won by 
Greg Williams of Columbia, Missouri. 
Along with his trip to the "Nationals" 
at Winfield came a trophy, a $150 cash 
prize and a specially crafted mountain 
dulcimer from the Dulcimer Shoppe of 
Mountain View. Second place went to 
Mark Biggs, Galena, Missouri, end third 
to Mike McGhee of Mountain View. 
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Now it is, "On to Winfield!” Before 
the last hammer fell and final note 
was strummed in Arkansas, dulcimer 
players and spectators were making plans 
to meet at the National Dulcimer Cham- 
pionships in September at Winfield, 
Kansas. A larger circle of dulcimer 
friends is created each year by the 
festivals, workshops, contests and per- 
formances. Fewer dulcimers are gather- 
ing dust - and folks are obviously 
quite happy about it! "On to Winfield!” 
~ indeed! 

Harvey L. Prinz 

Overland Park, KS 
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LIST OF WINNERS 
DULCIMER DAYS 
ROSCOE VILIAGE COSHOCTON, OHIO 
May 17 & 18, 1980 


Adult Category 
J.D. LaBash 


Alan Freeman 
Sam Rizzetta 


Children's Categor 


1. Tina Bergman 1. 
2. Lisa Rhoades yi 
3. Jennifer Ingram 3. 
Intermediate Category Hammered 

1. Lauri Vibberts 1. Sam Rizzetta 

2. Wesley Linenkugel 2. Wesley Linenkugel 
3. Brenda Willey Kendra Ward 


Vocal Category 


1. Dana Vibberts x 
2. J.D. laBash ah 
3. Bob Hutchinson 


Innovative 


Nicholas Family 
J. D. Bash 


Courting Category Open 


Wesley Linenkugel 
Vibberts Family 
Jack Lewis 

Doug Berch 
Wesley Linenkugel 


1. Doug Berch 1. 
Maddie MacNeil 2. 
2. Art Nicholas 3. 
Ann Mayle 
Dana & Kathi Vibberts 


Six victories for dulcimer players, 
both mountain and hammered, at the Fiddle 
and Banjo Contest held May 18th at Cali- 
fornia State Fullerton. 

In the Miscellaneous Instrument cate- 
gory, there were eight contestants of 
which three played mountain dulcimers, 
two played hammered dulcimers, two were 
mouth harp players, and one a clogger. 
I'm happy to report that of the three 
places, first place went to a hammered 
dulcimer player and second and third 
place went to mountain dulcimer players. 

But the real victory came when the 
sponsors of the contest announced that 
because of the good turnout of dulcimer 
players, there was a great possibility 
that a category for dulcimers would be 
available at the 11th Annual Fullerton 
Fiddle and Banjo Contest in 1981 

We are campaigning here in South- 
ern California for the same results at 
the Toponga Fiddle and Banjo Contest 
coming July 13th, 1980 at UCLA. 


Bill Mason 
Van Nuys, CA 


Dana & Lauri Vibberts 
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Notes 


Are you missing an issue of DULCIMER PLAYERS 
NEWS because it simply didn’t arrive? 
aren't late - ever. But now and then the 
gremlins get two or three copies or the post 
office machines eat them for lunch. If 
your DPN doesn't arrive after a resonable 
interlude (or unreasonable interlude, if 
you're anxious), let us know. Another 

DPN will be sent to you via lst class mail. 
What is 4 reasonable interlude? It de- 
Pends on where you live. The DPN is sent 
3rd class mail during the first week of 
each quarter. It can take 5-6 weeks to 
reach the West Coast. 


Want to be in the DPW file for dulcimer 
players, builders and teachers? Send us 
an index card giving your name, address, 
telephone number, and the information 
about the instruments you play, teach or 
build. Want to know of dulcimer players, 
builders or teachers in your area? Please 
call and we'll share that DPW file with 


you. 


Save stamps? We try to set aside pretty 
stamps for folks who might like them. 
Countries such as Australia and Japan are 
included in our small, but growing, collec- 
tion, Just ask - and send a SASE. 


Hear of a television show called REAL PEOPLE? 


Watch the t.v. listings in the Fall. You 
might see the Dulcimer Daye festival at 

Roscoe Village profiled. When (or if) we 
get further information, we'll share it. 


Miles Mayberry, 10405 SE 2lst St., Mid- 
west City, OK 73130, has a collection 

of old songs and ballads nudging the 
1000 mark, Most of the songs have the 
music also. He would be happy to share 
them with DPN readers. Since preparing 
an alphabetical list would be quite a 
chore, interested folks will have to send 
their requests. All of the staples like 
"Listen to the Mocking Bird", "Darling 
Nellie Gray", etc. are included. There 
are also quite a few cowboy songs. 

Also, if anyone is interested in building 
a Sanza (African Thumb Piano), Miles has 
two huge rolls of beautiful blued flat 
spring steel .026 thick by 1/8 and 3/1¢ 
inches wide. This material is hard to 
come by in small quantities. It usually 
takes about 46 inches per instrument. 


Issues 


nr rrpcmacer ett 


Did you hear the hammered dulcimer music 
during the closing ceremonies of the Win- 
ter Olympics at Lake Placid? It was 
played by Walt Michael, who is part of 

@ group with Tom McCreesh ani Tou Camp- 
bell. They were chosen by the National 
Fine Arts Committee to present evenings 
of traditional and original American 
string band music for the Olympic Winter 
Games participants. Michael, McCreest: 
and Campbell have one album, DANCE LIKE 
A WAVE OF THE SEA (Front Hall 017) and 
are recording another. 


Several years ago I read » delightful 
ie, SINGING FAMILY OF 


book by Jean Rit 
THE CUMBERLAN 


is now celebrating 
It has been cont 


25 years. Oscar Brand, in SATURDAY 
REVIEW, once seid, "The Ritchies are no 
ordinary family, and their story makes 


for extraordinary and debightful reading, 
There are forty-two songs in the book, 

woven through the nerrative like the gol- 
den threads in some ancient tapestry. 
For the Ritchies are, indeed, a singin 


family. 


RRRRRR 
Do you play the autokarp? If so, 3 
know of THE AUTOHARPOHOLIC, a new newslet 
filled with autoharp information. Bact 
issue now contains 10-15 pages (ne ads) an 


The cost is $10 for four qua 
For information, contact’ Beck 
190 Santa Clara St., Brisbane, CA 
(415) 467-1700. 


dolin Notebook) is a bi-monthly msgazine 
featuring tablatures and msic for blue- 
grass, old time, blues, jazz, classical 
and fiddle tunes for the GUITAR & MAN- 
DOLIN: Construction/Repair/Maintenance 
Articles; Interviews; Histories; Reviews; 
and much mor Now guitar and/or mandolin 
players, makers and collectors may lave 4 
serious magazine of their own dealing witi 
all facets of guitar and mandolin music, 
playing and building. $9 domestic, $11 
foreign. GUITAR % MANDOLIN, 1000 Billman 
Lane, Silver Spring. MD 20902. 


erly issues. 
Black]. 
94005, 


i 
is financed entirely through subscriptions. 
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retired. 
ours here in Pewee 
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to live with his 
little man and 
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When Mr. 
was quite deaf « 
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building them, and w 
work. 

"Wh said Mr. 
deal of animation, be: 
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myself for many 
to his shop and 
with the pride o 
acted as b he were offended. was 
our neighbor and he liked but he must 
have thought we were ninformed if we 
thought those little 3 
were dulcimers! 


indignant about 
larger; it sits 
you can attach to t 
stand. It h 
played by s 
hammers that you hold in 
At that time, we had never seen 
hammer dulcimer, Mr. Baker moved away, and 
we found out later that he was right. we 
now own a hammer dulcimer that Doc built, 
and he has repaired two old ones and plans 
to build others. When Mr. Baker came to 
visit us again he had been fitted with a 
hearing aid, and he is not only inter 
int to listen to, but can enjoy listening 
to other people. 
When Mr. Baker saw the hammer dulcimer, 
he was visibly moved. Tears came into h 
eyes. He sat down in our living room and 
wiped his eyes with a handkerchief and it 
was a few moments before he could speak. 
"Now, that is a dulcimer!,” he said. 
"I used to have much like that 
when I was a boy 
The dulcimer 
must have been ver 
to his grandmother, who 
The dulcimer had come 4 


was, or when it was made. 
were shaped like little 
thin handles made of 
there would be a gre 
in the hammers thems 
from string-to-str 
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ir. Baker's fa- 
cimer and brought 
told his son to learn to play 
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BERIYTH COMPANY and JEANanLEE SCHILLING Proundly Announce 


The Birth Of The 


Hammered 
Ser aie tol com one OUICiMer 


WEIGHT: 14 Pounds! ! 


SOUNDS GREAT! ! 
LENGTH: 39 Inches 


Description: * 12 Treble Courses, Three Strings Per Course 
* 11 Bass Courses, Two Strings Per Course 
* Maple Pin Blocks, Cherry Rails, Laminated Birch Top § Bottom 
* Lacquer Finish -- Supurb Craftsmanship! 


. The layette includes a well designed, very protective shipping container, one set 
of hammers with padded ends, a use § care instruction booklet, a 3-year limited 
warranty, extra string wire in case of breakage during initial tuning, a T-handle, 
8-point-star tuning-wrench, and a sturdy carrying handle 


Adoptions Gladly Arranged By JEANaNLEE SCHILLING 
Jean's Dulcimer Shop 
P.O. Box #8, Highway 32 
Available Retail Or Wholesale Cosby, TN 37722 
Competitively Priced!! Dealer Inquiries Invited 


PHONE: (615) -487-5543 


Bill Spence & Fennig's All-Stars: The Hammered Dulcimer 

Saturday Night In The Provinces 

The Hammered Dulcimer Strikes Again 
John Roberts & Tony Barrand: Mellow With Ale From The Horn 
Roberts, Barrand, Brenig, Woodrull: Nowell Sing We Clear 
Welcome In The Spring 
Michael, McCreesh, Campbell: Dance Like @ Wave of the Sea 
How To Change A Fiat Tire: Point Of Departure 
Traditional Music Of Ireland & Shetiand p 
Alistair Anderson: Traditional Tunes 
Dookin' For Apples 


ORDER BY MAIL AND RECEIVE FREE 
32-PAGE CATALOG FEATURING OVER 


2,500 FOLK MUSIC RECORDS, BOOKS 
AND INSTRUMENTS. 


ALL RECORDS: $5.00 + POSTAGE 


U.S.: $1 first LP, 20 cents each additional LP. 
Foreign: $2 first LP, 60 cents each additional. 


Andy’s Front Hall 
RD 1, Voorheesville, NY 12186 


Teaching your child Mara Wasburn 


Sas we 
have a lifeti 


patient. 


THE APPALACHIAN DULCIMER BOOK 


by Michael Murphy 


Playing instructions; 20 songs; 50 
photos of early makers, players and 
dulcimers; repairing, buying, construc- 
tion, history, makers, sources; 104 
ages; $6.95. Also distributed by Music 
Re es Ine. and Bookpeople. Inquire 
about wholesale prices. 


Folksay Press, 67131 Mills Road, St. Clairsville, Ohio 43950 


We decided not to run this 
ad inthe WASHINGTON POST, 
ROLLING STONE or PLAYBOY 
because we wanted our 
dulcimer player friends 
to be the first to know 
about this album : 


SUNDAY AT THE MILL 
by the 
Mill Run Dulcimer Band 


order from 


Keith K. Young 
33\5 Kendale Read 
Annandale, VA. 22003 


$6.95 (includes postage) 


HERE, rnc. 


PLUCKED DULCIMERS 
Hits & Instruments 


Excellent’ materials sa is) 
Many Chorces of: m 


HERE, Inc #)PV 
29 SE MAIN St. 


£ i 
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Custom made S ec 
DULCIMERS 2 wood pens 


@ hardwood neck 


9 

BANJOS _ efullwidth frets 
v @ laminated top A% 
and bak AY 


ALL SORTS OF Cy 


AND 


wooD 0 nothing is added for appearance 
CARVINGS UJ sake. Quality workmanship 
bY J Vf makes this instrument constructed 
EMBER OMENS ~ ‘of less expensive materials, sound 
PEARL INLAY qood -- and it don't look bad, either. 


KEN HAMBLIN, BOX 894, SALEM,VA. 24153 


SEND THREE FIRST-CLASS STAMPS OR 504 FOR CATALOG 


: DULCIMERS CIN “ 
KITS Annoww G A 
-MOUTHBOWS — |“ Aapalachion 


re 


BEST MATERIALS 
FINE CRAFTSMANSHIP 


12. YEARS EXPERIENCE TeanSchiling 


SEND $1.00 
FOR CATALOGUE 


ALPINE pst anal 
DULCIMERS viele 


BOX 566) 
BOULDER CO 80306 


NEW RELEASE FROM: 


BACIERED DULCIGIERS — 


3000 Tools 


Woodworking and 
Musical Instrument Making 
Books, Finishing Products 

and 

Tools of the highest quality 


Catalog $1.00 


Woodcraft Supply Corporation 
Dept. DP 
313 Montvale Avenue 


Woburn, Massachusetts 01801 


DULCIMETTES 
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Whos Who — 


COVER: Bonnie Carol and Friend, Photo by 
Harold Learned. EVENTS CALENDAR compiled 
by Jane Jones and Susan McGowan from Blacks- 
burg, VA. Jane and Susan helped immeasur- 
ably with the Summer DPN, BOB WEY (Buying 
a Hammered Dulcimer) is a fine hammered dul- 
cimer player from Plainville, MA. He also 
plays guitar and is a fine singer, RON 
PENIX (Buying a Hammered Dulcimer) is fea- 
tured on "A Hammered Dulcimer Reunion" and 
word has it that another album is planned. 
LARKIN BRYANT ("Game of Cards") won some 
dulcimer contests and the hearts of dulci- 
mer players when many of us met her for the 
first time last year. FRED MEYER (Bar 
Chords on the Dulcimer) is featured on two 
albums: "Rocking Chair" and "Gnawbone.” 
BETTY STUEDLE (Hammered Dulcimers: A Mem- 
ory) has graced the pages of the DPN with 
her lovely drawings for more than a year. 
MARA WASBURN (Teaching Your Child to Play 
the Dulcimer) is a fine dulcimer player 
from Indiana. SALLY ROGERS ("One I Love” 
arrangement) recently released her long- 
awaited first album, "The Unclaimed Pint." 
Our thanks go to Leota Coats, Jerry Rock- 
well, Laurie Miller and Bill Wickman for 
their help with columns and art work in the 
Summer DULCIMER PLAYERS NEWS. We are also 
indebted to Minuteman Press in Winchester, 
VA for their ideas, assistance and caring. 


Printing wae 73 


38 EAST PICCADILLY STREET WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA 22601 
(703) 6623800 


KENTUCKY 
MUSIC 


WEEKEND 


July 31. 
Aug.1-3 


free 
admission 


DPN 
T-Shirts 


Cos Mui Mutts) 
Subscribe 


to the 


DULCIMER 
PLAYERS 


NEWS 
FROIN 


Books ano ()9 
ReECOROS 53 


10¢ for 
extra album. 
TAX i 


RECORDS (With Hammered 


SUNDAY A 
THE UNC! 


DPN 

PO Box 2164 
Winchester, 
VA. 22601 


Mail To: 


[] Red X? 
Time To Renew! 


